
Minutes 

COVID-19 Response Team 

City/Town Government Center 

Tuesday, March 17, 2020 

7:30 a.m. 

 

PRESENT: Tim Soular, East Range Police Department Chief; Becky Burich, Hoyt Lakes City Clerk; Jeff 

Jacobson, Biwabik City Administrator; Becky Lammi, Aurora City Administrator; Amanda Gross, Mesabi East 

School Board; Laura Ackman, Essentia Health Northern Pines Administrator; Jodi Knaus, Town of White 

Manager 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:32 a.m. 

Discussion took place regarding organization and structure. The group agreed Becky Lammi would be chair 

and Jeff Jacobson would be Vice Chair. The Guiding Principles were reviewed and confirmed by the group. 

The Governor’s Executive Order regarding restaurants and bars was reviewed by the Team. The team made 

the determination to close the Aurora and Hoyt Lakes Public Libraries until further notice, and the 

Aurora/Town of White, Biwabik, and Hoyt Lakes City Halls at 12:00 noon on Tuesday, March 17, 2020. 

A news release will be distributed on websites, FaceBook, Channel 2, Mesabi Daily News, and the East Range 

Shopper discussing details of the closure. It is the intent of the Team that employees continue to work 

providing services while the buildings are closed to the public. The release should also include information 

regarding the continued safety of the water supply and grocery help provided by AEOA. 

Laura Ackman provided an update from Essentia Health Northern Pines. They encourage people to either 

speak with a triage nurse over the phone and/or have an e-visit. A majority of people will be told to stay 

home, unless they need specific hospital care due to COVID-19. The campus will be closed to the public; 

they are examining staff when entering the building; practicing social distancing; holding mock drills; working 

on a surge plan; and increased hand washing. She encourages people to stay home as much as possible. 

Tim Soular reported the East Range Police Department may stop doing medical transfers. The Cities should 

begin speaking with staff and developing a plan to stagger employees to limit exposure risks. Adam H. from 

the Town of White is water and wastewater certified and he will be available to help, if needed. Discussed 

the Hoyt Lakes Emergency Services Building as a possible command center, if needed. Essential employees 

only, especially once there have been confirmed cases in St. Louis County,  

Another challenge will be groceries, food, etc. Discussions will be spearheaded by Talicia Honkola and Norma 

Jean Jofs. Mesabi East School is working with AEOA to possibly deliver meals and non-perishables. 

 

The next meeting will be held on Friday, March 20, 2020 at 7:30 a.m. This meeting will be closed, due to 

concerns about social distancing and closures. 


